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F all & W inter Events

Baylor Health Care System Foundation’s 

Celebrating Women Luncheon

Hilton Anatole

Big Brothers Big Sisters’ 

Big Black Tie Ball

Fairmont Dallas

Arthritis Foundation’s 

Bone Bash Gala

Fairmont Dallas

The Family Place’s

Escapade

eM the Venue

OCT.

28

TACA’s State of the Arts

Crow Collection of Asian 

Art

Business Council for the 

Arts’ Obelisk Awards

The Fairmont

Dallas Area Habitat for Humanity’s

25th Anniversary Celebration

Fairmont Dallas

Northwood University’s

Distinguished Women

Ritz-Carlton

Dallas Zoological 

Society’s Zoo To Do

Dallas Zoo

OCT.

29

OCT.

31

NOV.

03

NOV.

05

NOV.

07
Barbara Bush Foundation for Family 

Literacy’s A Celebration of Reading

Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center

Dallas Baptist University’s Russell 

Perry Free Enterprise Award Dinner

Hilton Anatole

NOV.

09

NOV.

10

NOV.

11
John Paul Gaultier

exhibition opens

Dallas Museum of Art

Sammons Center for the 

Arts’ Annual Awards

Sammons Center for the Arts

The Salvation Army’s

Doing the Most Good Luncheon

Hilton Anatole

Daughters of World War II’s

Allies of Freedom Award

Omni Dallas

NOV.

12
Human Rights Campaign 

Foundation’s Black Tie

Sheraton Dallas

Leukemia Texas’

Beat Leukemia Ball

Hilton Anatole

March of Dimes’

Signature Chefs Auction

Fairmont Dallas

NOV.

15
Junior League of Dallas’

90th Anniversary Luncheon

Brook Hollow Golf Club

Nasher Salon Series

with Kristen Chenoweth

Nasher Sculpture Center

NOV.

17
Museum of Nature & Science’s

Dinner in the Wild: Night at the Museum

Automobile Building in Fair Park

Chi Omega’s

Christmas Market Gala

Dallas Convention Center

Ability Connection Texas’

Vine & Dine

Neiman Marcus’ Zodiac Room
More events, Page 5B

Don and Ellen Winspear

Tom Leppert and Mark Royse

Michael Meadows

Charlotte Anderson and Brill Garrett

Joyce Fox, Steve Owen Jr., and Stephanie Fox
Lisa and Kenny Troutt

Entrance to exhibit

Emily Summers

Dee Dee Rose

Thierry-Maxime Loriot

Ross Perot Jr. and Ross Perot Sr.

Lyda Hunt Hill

Terrell Falk

Alicia Landry

Cindy and Chuck Gummer

David and Nancy Haemisegger

Joseph and Nancy Webb
Lisa and Larry Glasgow

Niven Morgan and Shelby Wagner
Vivian Lombardi, Eduardo Brittingham, Kary Brittingham, and Josy Collins

Randy and Paige Flink

OCT.

31

NOV.

16

r
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But not all our customers started out that way. Some of them 
were complete strangers to us when they first stopped by. 
We believe banking should be about people and personal 

relationships. And when you jog in the same parks, attend the 
same school plays, and shop at the same stores, it doesn’t take long for customers to turn into friends.

FOR NEARLY HALF A CENTURY, BENCHMARK BANK HAS BEEN PROVIDING BANKING SERVICES TO OUR FRIENDS, OUR FAMILY AND OUR NEIGHBORS.

We Are a

Oriented Bank.

PLANO
Shops at Legacy5700 Legacy Dr. #10Plano, TX 75024
P: 972-673-4000F: 972-673-4099

DALLAS
Snider Plaza
7019 Hillcrest Ave.Dallas, TX 75205
P: 972-673-4000F: 972-673-4075

BenchmarkBank.com

BY JOANNA ENGLANDStaff  Writer

A nne Murtha has a  j a m - p a c ke d social calendar. The only time the Furman University sophomore has time to come up for air is the fall. It ’s a short break from the La Fiesta de las Seis Banderas festivities and just  before the Dallas Sy m p h o n y  O r c h e s t r a League’s ball in February.

Truly, being a debutante twice in one year can be a dizzying experience. It’s a whirlwind of events and faces, new and old. And while both presentation balls are billed as not-to-be-missed events in the Dallas social calendar, they both have their own dis-tinct flavor.
“It’s two really different organizations,” said Lynne Murtha, Anne’s mother. La Fiesta raises money for Park Cities causes, pri-

marily schools in Highland Park ISD. DSOL, on the other hand, is a booster organization for the Dallas Symphony and its pro-grams.
“The kids that partici-pate are different,” Lynne said. “Of course, with La Fiesta it’s all Park Cities kids. DSOL is open to a broader group, which is really great, too.

She’s really broadening her social network.”From what Anne has 

observed, the main dif-ferences are the debu-tantes and the location of the presentation ball. La Fiesta’s ball is at the Hilton Anatole, and the DSOL debs do their dips at the Meyerson Symphony Center.
“It ’s  the  same bow, though,” Anne said. “But the dresses are definitely different.”

For the 2011 “Texas, Our Texas” La Fiesta ball, Anne wore a silvery-gray 

ball gown with a black lace bodice as the Duchess of Corpus Christi, complete with black lace finger-less gloves, reminiscent of an early ’80s Madonna ensemble. 
The whole outfit was designed and fashioned just for Anne, never to be duplicated.

“With La Fiesta, [Anne] had quite a bit of input as far as the design of her dress goes,” Lynne said.But Anne’s DSOL ball gown conforms to a more typical debutante frock. “It’s basically a wedding dress,” Anne said. But the parties and balls haven’t just been fun for Anne. Her brother, Jack, 

was an escort in the 2009 La Fiesta ball and will be a member of the DSOL Honor Guard this year. And Lynne gets to par-ticipate, too.
“There have been a lot of opportunities for Anne and I to do things together, whether it ’s a mother-daughter tea or whatever,” Lynne said. “Of course, there’s been a lot of shop-ping.”

For Anne, experiencing both balls as a family has made her social season that much sweeter.“That’s the great part about it,” Anne said. “It’s been really fun.”
Email joanna.england@peoplenewspapers.com

Park Cities Deb Double DipsAnne Murtha dons dresses for La Fiesta and Dallas Symphony balls

COVER PHOTO, STAFF PHOTO: JOANNA ENGLAND

PHOTO: JAMES FRENCH PHOTOGRAPHY

Left: Anne Murtha stands next to her doll-sized likeness as the Duchess of Corpus Christi in the 2011 “Texas, Our Texas” La Fiesta de las Seis Banderas presentation ball. Anne will don a white ball gown 

and her opera-length gloves as a 2012 Dallas Symphony Orchestra League debutante on Feb. 11 at the Meyerson Symphony Center. At right: Anne does her dip during her La Fiesta presentation on June 11.
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Park Cities’
Anne Murtha 
dons gowns for 
two balls  2B

Junior League to mark 90 years   6B

Idlewild prepares for 124th ball   7B
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DIP
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• Pricing includes full color.
• Rate does not include artwork creation
   or adjustments.
• Guaranteed or Premium Positioning: 
   15% upcharge.


